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Established in 2004, the award recognizes the outstanding achievements of an extraordinary Jeffco Public Schools graduate.  He or she will have provided outstanding service and leadership in their field, made a valuable humanitarian contribution, set a high standard for community service, volunteerism, philanthropy, and/or promoted and supported public education in the Jeffco community, Colorado, or the nation.

Through a lifetime of commitment, they will have demonstrated the true spirit of The Jefferson Foundation and Jeffco Public Schools. 
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_____________________________________________________________________________________
2010 Distinguished Jeffco Alumni, Jane and Curt Gilmore

Graduates of Lakewood High School, 1951
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When Curtis Gilmore and Jane Anne Groninger graduated from Lakewood High School in 1951, Jeffco Public Schools had only been in existence for a year. Lakewood High School—then co-located with Lakewood Elementary and Lakewood Junior High schools was at 10th Avenue and Wadsworth. 
Jane was an incredibly engaged student. Her senior year, she was Vice President of the senior class; editor of the school yearbook; on staff of the school newspaper; and was in the Pep Club. Her overachieving as a student was just the beginning of what would be a busy civic life.
She was also beginning a friendship with Curt Gilmore, a tall and rail-thin but earnest boy who had been her chemistry partner. Curt was the business manager for the yearbook. As a result, the two spent a lot of time together. 

After graduating, Curt and Jane saw each other a handful of times. She had enrolled at the University of Colorado at Boulder, and he started at Colorado State University—then called Colorado A&M, in Fort Collins. When Curt transferred to the University of Texas sophomore year, they saw each other only rarely. Jane went on to start a teaching career in California and Germany, and Curt completed college and was drafted into the Army. It wasn’t until both had returned to the States that they saw each other again. Jane was teaching at Jeffco’s Earl Johnson School, under Principal Betty Adams, and Curt was working with Pan-American Oil in Casper, Wyoming. Jane had remained close with Curt’s family in the years since graduation, however, so when Curt’s brother became engaged to one of Jane’s teaching friends, it was only natural that she was invited to visit at the same time Curt came through Denver to meet his brother’s new fiancée.
“That was when we started seeing each other,” said Jane. “We had seasonal dates. He was living and working in Casper. He’d drive down about once a season to visit family and we’d go out.” That arrangement became a problem as the two fell in love. 

They were married in Denver in 1963 and lived in Casper, Denver and Tulsa, Oklahoma, before eventually settling back into Jefferson County when Curt started working for Martin Marietta, now Lockheed Martin, in south Jefferson County. They moved, with their three daughters, Anne, Laura and Kate, to Wheat Ridge. The girls attended Wilmore-Davis Elementary School, Everitt Middle School, and Wheat Ridge High School. 
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Curt and Jane ecame involved in the school community around Wheat Ridge almost immediately. Jane was president of the PTA at Wilmore-Davis and Everitt. She worked on the Farmer’s 5000 running event and the After Prom committee at Wheat Ridge.
She also got involved as a district-level volunteer, as she chaired the district-wide PTA art program, Reflections, and in 1984 was asked to take over management of the district’s Costume Shop. She is still there now, collecting and mending costumes, and helping students find what they need among the shop’s nearly 3,000 square feet. In the 2010-2011 school year, after the Board of Education eliminated the budget for the Costume Shop as part of more than $20 million in cuts, The Jefferson Foundation picked up the full cost of the Costume Shop.
Jane’s involvement with The Jefferson Foundation had actually begun many years ago, however. In 1989, a friend asked her to help with The Jefferson Foundation’s annual gala event, the Crystal Ball and put her in charge of the Silent Auction. The 2010 Crystal Ball is Jane’s 19th Silent Auction.
Curt lent his business background to the school district, as well. As a volunteer on the budget, strategic planning, accountability and other citizen committees for the Board of Education, he has developed a keen understanding of the issues surrounding public education in Jefferson County.
He has also helped found Arvada-Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth, a program sponsored by The Jefferson Foundation and Red Rocks Community College, to team at-risk students with mentors and role models who can help them graduate high school on-time.
Curt joined the Board of Directors of The Jefferson Foundation in 2003. As a board member, Curt took on the role of improving the Foundation’s operations by adding a level of professionalism to the board itself. He spearheaded work to improve recruitment and nomination of new board members, helped re-draft bylaws and policies for operation, and is more personally responsible for the Board’s current makeup and functioning than any other sole individual. Curt served on the board for two full terms, stepping down in 2009.
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While Curt was a board member, he founded the Foundation’s Computers for Kids program. Piloted initially at Jefferson High School, the program takes donated computers, refurbishes them, and distributes them to children who do not have a computer at home. According to Jeffco Community Superintendent José Martinez, who was principal at Jefferson when Curt launched the program, "Curtis is the voice of the underserved in our community."
Curt was honored in 2009 with the Minoru Yasui Community Service Award from the Denver Foundation for his outstanding contributions to Jeffco Public Schools. He remains active with numerous community and volunteer commitments.
 Bill Johnson and Katie Tiernan congratulate Curt Gilmore on receiving the 2009 Minoru Yasui Award.
Together, the Gilmores are the driving force behind the Lakewood High School Class of ’51 scholarship program, which gives scholarships to Lakewood high School graduates. The scholarship, a fund of The Jefferson Foundation, has provided support for dozens of students over the years. Curt and Jane organize annual class reunions where they solicit donations for the scholarship, and they sit on the selection committee to determine who among the year’s graduating Lakewood High School class will receive scholarships from the fund.
When asked why they continue to put so much of their energy into Jeffco Public Schools, when their own children are grown and have children of their own, Jane doesn’t hesitate.
“I think everyone needs to be involved. You need to know what’s going on with your kids—not as helicopter parents. If you are involved in the school, you know what is going on with your kids every day. That’s important as a parent,” she said. “I wish more of the big businesses in Jefferson County would see it the same way. If you want a healthy community, you have to be involved.”
That attitude of involvement is what distinguishes the Gilmores, says Katie Tiernan, The Jefferson Foundation’s executive director. “Curt and Jane are special to us not just because they are Jeffco alumni. Rather, they are the kind of community-minded citizens that make Jeffco one of Colorado’s premier school districts.”

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
2009 Distinguished Jeffco Alumni, Lori and Keli McGregor 

Graduates of Lakewood High School, 1980, 1981
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It sounds like the plot from an old movie: high school football star meets head cheerleader, then college, marriage, successful careers, and beautiful children . . . a real happily ever-after scenario.

That’s pretty much what happened, but there were several twists and turns along the way. This family had its start in Jefferson County, with a definite Jeffco Public Schools connection that continues though today.

Lori Hunt attended Belmar Elementary, while Keli McGregor started school at Slater Elementary, not too far up the road. They met at a big rival football game between Creighton, where Lori attended junior high, and Lakewood junior, where Keli spent his junior high years. Keli was a junior and Lori was a sophomore at Lakewood High School at the time. It didn’t take long to get the two of them together. Little did they know it would be the relationship of their lifetime.  

Lori was head cheerleader, senior class president, and a member of the yearbook staff at Lakewood High School.  Her peers honored her with the school’s “Wall of Fame”, an award given to a senior girl and boy who made the largest contribution to their  class.  Throughout high school, Lori felt compelled to help as a candy striper at Lutheran Medical Center. This started a lifelong passion for community service. 

Keli also was an academic standout, and athlete, who wanted to be a vet. Upon graduation in 1980, he chose Colorado State for its veterinary medicine program. In his sophomore year, he made the CSU football team and started setting school records. Keli is currently second on the CSU record book for most receptions in one season (69) and third on the all-time reception list with 153. He gained membership into CSU’s Hall of Fame in 1996.

Lori graduated from Lakewood High School in 1981 and garnered a Boettcher Scholarship to attend the Colorado college of her choice. Of course, she selected CSU. Both graduated in 1985, Lori cum laude with a degree in accounting and Keli with a degree in microbiology. They were married on May 31, 1985, two weeks after graduating from Colorado State University.

A two-time All-American tight end at CSU, Keli was drafted by the Denver Broncos in 1985, and also played for Indianapolis and Seattle, before retiring from professional football.  He stayed in the game as football coach at the University of Florida for two seasons, while earning an advanced degree in education with emphasis in athletic administration. The next four years Keli served as associate athletic director at the University of Arkansas (UA.) 

While Keli was working at the University of Arkansas (UA) as an associate athletic director, Lori earned an MBA at UA in 1990, and also gave birth to their first daughter, Jordan, in May. She accepted a job at the headquarters of Wal-Mart Stores, as a boys clothing buyer that fall.

Their eagerness to return to Colorado and raise their family in Jefferson County was realized in 1993, when Keli joined the Colorado Rockies as senior director of operations.  He served in that capacity responsible for the Club’s day-to-day business operations and was named president of the ball club in 2001.

Upon returning to Colorado, Lori put her accounting degree to use for the Resolution Trust Corporation, an entity created by Congress to reconcile failed banks. She eventually left her business career in order to raise her growing family. The McGregor family include daughters Jordan (19), Taylor (16), Landri (13), and, son, Logan (12).

[image: image6.jpg]



Lori’s business expertise made her an active and valuable parent volunteer, working as PTA treasurer at Kyffin Elementary and president of PTA at Bell Middle School. In both instances, Lori was a dedicated fundraiser for her childrens’ schools. 

Community involvement and volunteering runs in the McGregor family. Keli co-founded and served as president of the Reaching Out to Youth (ROY) Foundation a cystic fibrosis organization at Children’s Hospital. Keli also served on the Denver Metro Chamber of Commerce, Mountain States Employers Council, and was appointed to serve as an advisory to the Colorado Commission on Higher Education.

In addition, Keli was honored as “Colorado Father of the Year” in 2005, by the Father’s Day Council, at an event which raised funds for the American Diabetes Association. 

In 2004, Lori was recruited by Jeffco business leader, Ray Baker, to head a citizens’ committee promoting a mill levy and bond election for Jeffco Public Schools. Ray, as chairman of Denver Metropolitan Stadium District, had worked closely with Keli on the construction of Coors Field. Upon getting to know Lori, Ray thought she would be ideal to head the Jeffco ballot initiative.

Ballot issues 3A and 3B would provide a $38.5 million mill levy override and a $323.8 million bond to renovate, remodel and rebuild Jeffco’s aging schools. 356 school projects were planned as part of the Capital Improvement Program.
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Lori would tell you that the Jeffco’s School Bond Campaign passed because “the stars aligned.”  However, it was the grass roots effort that she co-chaired which would be instrumental in passage of the multi-million dollar school construction project. Her efforts were all-consuming and provided many sleepless nights. As a side note, her computer “crashed” shortly after the election! 

The Jefferson Foundation is pleased to recognize the lives of Lori and Keli McGregor, their contributions to the fabric of Jefferson County, and their continual participation in Jeffco Public Schools. 2009 Distinguished Jeffco Alumni: Lori and Keli McGregor.

Lori and Keli McGregor grew up in families with ties to Jeffco Public Schools. Lori’s mother, Barbara, was an educator for 35 years, and Keli’s father, Brian, was a 35 year veteran in Jeffco Schools. Both parents taught together early in their respective careers at Seventh Grade Junior, a Jeffco Public School that no longer exists. Lori’s mother was a reading specialist throughout most of her career, while Keli’s father was a head football coach and counselor at Arvada West High School. Keli’s oldest sister, Terri, is currently a teacher at Lasely Elementary.

“Jeffco Public schools not only did an outstanding job educating Keli and myself, but also maintained that same excellence in the education of our children,” said Lori.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
2008 Distinguished Jeffco Alumnus, Joe Romig

A Graduate of Lakewood High School, 1957
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For a career that exemplifies accomplishments and service to society, Joe Romig's life exemplifies the definition of "Outstanding American.'' His accomplishments in the fields of Physics, Astrogeophysics, and prevention of Fire, Explosions and Arson have produced a standard that few can match.

Rocket Scientist certainly applies to Joe Romig, for he is one. He has worked as a Research Scientist for Martin-Marietta Aerospace and Space Applications, Inc. and consultant in Applied Physics and Geophysics. He is currently a consultant for Fire and Explosions, Ponderosa Associates, Ltd. in Lafayette, Colorado. He also is an instructor for Continuing Education at the University of Colorado and has a patent for "Process for improved Glass Article Coating, and Such Coated Articles."
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Romig has been and is a member of several national and international science boards and associations. Among those are the American Association of Rhodes Scholars, New York Academy of Science, American Geophysical Union, American Physical Society, American Association for the Advancement of Science, International Association of Arson Investigators and National Fire Protection Association. He also was the chairman of the Mental Health Association of Colorado (1973).

Romig was a two-time high school state wrestling champion at Lakewood (1957-1958). He also was a two-time all-state halfback in football (1956-1957) and went on to earn All-Big Eight and All-America honors (1959-1961) and was the UPI College Lineman of the Year in 1961 at the University of Colorado. He graduated as valedictorian at Colorado becoming a Rhodes Scholar (1963-1965) studying at Oxford, Woodrow Wilson Scholar (1963) and Dansforth Scholar (1965-1970). Among his many other sports honors: He was named to the Big Eight All-Time team (1969), inducted into the Colorado Sports Hall of Fame (1973), National Football Foundation College Hall of Fame (1984), National High School Hall of Fame (1990), Colorado High School Activities Association Hall of Fame (1993) and the University of Colorado Hall of Fame (1999, scholar and athlete). He currently is a member of the Board of Directors of the National Football Hall of Fame, Colorado Chapter.
_________________________________________________________________________________
2007 Distinguished Jeffco Alumni  — Todd Park Mohr, Brian Nevin and Rob Squires, Big Head Todd and the Monsters, Graduates of Columbine High School, 1983, 1984
[image: image10.jpg]


In 1981, after relocating with his family to Littleton, Colorado, Brian Nevin met Rob Squires at Columbine High School and joined Rob’s rock band, “Intruder”; the band’s highlight was playing at Rob’s sister’s wedding reception.
In the fall of 1983, Todd Park Mohr transferred to Columbine where he and Brian became friends while playing together in the Columbine High School Jazz Ensemble ~ Todd on saxophone, Brian on drums.   In 1984, Todd, Brian and Rob, who was attending CU, started a new band, TJ and the Twist.  With their mix of blues, soul and 50’s rock, they won the 1984 Columbine High School “Battle of the Bands”. 

Throughout the 1980’s, while all three were attending CU, the band had the opportunity to play a variety of local gigs including, JJ McCabes, Tulagi’s, Cricket on the Hill, the Ramskeller, Herman’s Hideaway, the Boulder Theatre and Fort Ram.  These venues provided an outlet for the band to develop and assist in their rise to becoming a top band in the Denver/Boulder area. 

Borrowing $5,000 from their parents, they were able to record their first CD, “Another Mayberry”, featuring 11 original songs written by Todd.  Denver’s Westword magazine voted BHTM the best local rock band stating, “At last, a power-trio worth its weight in hype”.   In 1989, the band launched its own independent label, Big Records, to release their first two albums, “Another Mayberry” (1989) and “Midnight Radio” (1990), still considered cult classics.  

These two self-releases and BHTM’s constant roadwork soon put the band in the national spotlight. In the process, they sold an unheard of (for those pre-internet days) 58,000 copies on their own without any major distribution or help.  They joined forces to develop what would be a lifelong musical partnership.
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They again are awarded with Westword’s “Best of Denver” award, the Daily Camera calls BHTM Boulder’s best band, and the Rocky Mountain News stresses, “We can’t urge you enough to see this band”!  

Hitting it Big 
Their road to success arrived when they were discovered by music business legend, Irving Azoff.  After seeing Big Head Todd and the Monsters in a tiny Aspen venue, he signed them on the spot. The first major label release, “Sister Sweetly”, would become a platinum-selling smash, producing several top ten rock radio hits such as “Broken Hearted Savior”, “Circle” and fan favorite “Bittersweet”.

The group would go on to produce four more outstanding studio releases over the following decade.  But unlike many mainstream successes, BHTM worked hard to break new musical ground.  According to Mohr, the main rule is, “Never write the same song twice.”  And that statement reflects the band’s determination to push its own creative horizons.

Paying Tribute

BHTM have garnered golden opportunities to pay tribute to, as well as to perform with, their heroes. While producing the band’s “Beautiful World” disc, Talking Head’s Jerry Harrison brought blues legend John Lee Hooker into the studio with the band to record Hooker’s immortal “Boom Boom” shortly before his death. After playing a whirlwind U.S. tour with Led Zeppelin front man, Robert Plant, BHTM were invited to contribute their rendering of “Tangerine” to the gold-selling “Encomium, A Tribute To Led Zeppelin”. The band’s covers of “Within You and Without You” on “Songs From the Material World: A Tribute to George Harrison” and most recently the moody acoustic version of “Sweet Home Alabama” featured on “Under the Influence: A Jam Band Tribute to Lynyrd Skynyrd” are all testiments to BHTM’s willingness to reinvent other writer’s material.

What’s Ahead
In the increasingly uncertain atmosphere of the music business, BHTM continue to innovate not only with their music, but also with technology within the changing business model.  The band was recently approached by NASA to write a song in support of the Space Shuttle program. The resulting “Blue Sky” single and video, both produced by Todd, were featured at the launch of the last Space Shuttle mission.
Big Head Todd and the Monster’s newly launched Podcast, “Big Head Toddcast,” will push the band further into the 21st century, as file sharing and free music are all ideas which the band has embraced and helped pioneer.  A 2006 recording project with legendary producer, Alan Parsons (of Beatles and Pink Floyd fame) and their 2007 release “From the Archives Vol. 1” (a compilation disc of unreleased and rare tracks from the band’s early days), shows that after all the band has achieved in their unusually long career, they are showing no signs of settling down.

Big Head Todd and the Monsters are one of those very special bands that define themselves as a rock-n-roll band with a mixture of folk, blues, country, rhythm and blues, soul, contemporary, and everything in between.  In a review of BHTM’s most recent studio release, “Crimes of Passion” --recorded in Todd’s solar-powered studio--The London Times described the band as “scandalously overlooked” and “as classy as American rock gets.” 

Big Head Todd and the Monsters will be in the studio recording their 8th studio project to be released late 2007 early 2008.
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Charitable Effort

For the past 20 years, BHTM have maintained a place in the hearts of their Colorado fans and have become Colorado heroes.  They continually show gratitude and a connection to their fan base by performing concerts to benefit local charities, such as the recent Red Rocks benefit for the Autism program at The Children’s Hospital.

BIG HEAD TODD AND THE MONSTERS
Todd Park Mohr (Guitars, Vocals) 
Rob Squires (Bass, Vocals) 
Brian Nevin (Drums, Vocals) 

with Laura Baker, winner of the autographed guitar.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
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2006 Distinguished Jeffco Alumnus -- Jeffry Ashby               A Graduate of Evergreen High School, 1972
Born in 1954, Jeff Ashby was raised in the Rocky Mountains where he developed a love for outdoor activities. He graduated from Evergreen High School in 1972.

Ashby received a Bachelor of Science degree in Mechanical Engineering from the University of Idaho, and a Master of Science degree in Aviation Systems from the University of Tennessee, before beginning a 25-year Navy career, where he accumulated over 7000 flight hours, 1000 aircraft carrier landings, and 5 aircraft carrier deployments. As a test pilot, he helped develop the FA-18 aircraft and flew 65 combat missions in the FA-18 during Operations Desert Storm , Southern Watch in Iraq, and Operation Continue Hope in Somalia. 
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He reported to the Johnson Space Center in 1995 to begin astronaut training. In 1999, Ashby was the pilot on Space Shuttle Columbia. The primary objective of this mission was to deploy the Chandra X-ray Observatory. Measuring 45 feet long, Chandra is allowing scientists to study exotic phenomena such as exploding stars, quasars, and black holes.

In 2001, he served as pilot aboard Space Shuttle Endeavour on the 6th assembly flight of the International Space Station. During this complex mission, Ashby operated the shuttle’s robotic arm to transfer Canadarm2 from the shuttle payload bay to the space station. Two space walks were performed to activate the station’s robotic arm enabling it to be used for future assembly tasks. After undocking Endeavour, he flew a unique profile around the station to capture some of the images seen in the IMAX-3D film "The International Space Station".

In 2002, Ashby was the mission commander of Space Shuttle Atlantis on the 9th assembly flight of the International Space Station. Ashby has traveled over 11 million miles, flown 436 orbits around the Earth, and logged over 660 hours in space. He is currently on special assignment to the Headquarters, Air Force Space Command in Colorado Springs, Colorado.

Ashby’s special honors include: Recipient of the Defense Superior Service Medal; Legion of Merit; Distinguished Flying Cross; Defense Meritorious Service Medal; Meritorious Service Medal; four Navy Air Medals; two Navy Commendation Medals; Navy Achievement Medal; Navy Attack Aviator of the Year; NASA Outstanding Leadership Medal; NASA Exceptional Service Medal; and three NASA Space Flight Medals.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________

2005 Distinguished Jeffco Alumna – Kim Christiansen                                                                                             A Graduate of Arvada West High School
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Kim Christiansen, a graduate of Arvada West High School, earned a degree in journalism from the University of Colorado at Boulder. Her first job was as a writer and associate producer for Channel 9News in Denver. She went on to work as a writer for the late newscasts and eventually made the transition to general assignment reporter and news anchor. 
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Kim has won three regional Emmy awards for spot news, news writing and news reporting. Kim is also devoted to the fight against breast cancer. She serves as the spokesperson for the Buddy Check 9 program and speaks to dozens of community groups about the importance of self-exam and mammography. The Buddy Check 9 program has been nominated for a national community service Emmy award.

Kim is a former Miss Colorado and won a special talent award at the Miss America Scholarship pageant. She feels extremely blessed to be living and working in her hometown. 

Kim is an in-demand media celebrity at many Jeffco charity and recognition events, such as the Jefferson County Coalition’s Good News Breakfast. In accepting her award Kim thanked her high school journalism teacher, Nancy Hardesty for encouraging her to pursue a career in journalism. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
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2004 Distinguished Jeffco Alumnus – Tim Gill 

A Graduate of Wheat Ridge High School, 1972

 A successful software entrepreneur, Tim Gill is an active philanthropist who cares passionately about many issues. Through both his philanthropy and socially conscious business practices, Tim is setting a powerful example by valuing all people for their unique talents, backgrounds and skills.

Through the Gill Foundation, Tim has provided over $54 Million in grants and services for non-profit organizations across America. Tim has always been an advocate for civil rights. In addition to funding hundreds of national and local organizations, he is also a strong supporter of social justice organizations and educational institutions. Tim was one of the first major contributors to the Colorado AIDS Project and has long supported local public radio and television through program underwriting. 

Through the Gay and Lesbian Fund for Colorado, established by the Gill Foundation, Tim has provided over millions of dollars in financial support to numerous Colorado organizations which serve the general public, such as $100,000 to the American Red Cross for flood relief in Fort Collins, Colorado, and more than $50,000 to the Colorado Chapter of the American Civil Liberties Union. 
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In the past 3 years, The Jefferson Foundation has been a recipient of over $35,000 in program funding and event sponsorship. The Funding has also been given to Jeffco Public Schools and Jefferson County non-profits, such as the Jeffco Action Center, Jeffco Center for Mental Health, the Jefferson County Library Association, Mountain Resource Center, the Jeffco Self-sufficiency Council, the Family Tree and many more.

Prior to creating the Gill Foundation, Tim contributed more than $800,000 to his alma mater, the University of Colorado at Boulder, including the Integrated Teaching and Learning Laboratory in the School of Engineering. At CU-Boulder, Tim has also supported programs for women and minorities in engineering. 

As founder and former Chairman and Chief Technology Officer of Quark, Inc., a successful desktop and internet software company, Tim has been recognized as an innovative business leader in America. Tim founded Quark, Inc. in 1981 with a $2,000 loan from his parents, and worked to build Quark into a leading developer of page layout software for the high-end graphics market. Tim lives in Denver, Colorado. 
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