OPBY Scholarship Fund

2010 Student Application Packet

The OPBY (Opportunity to Better Yourself) Scholarship Fund was created to provide low income students the opportunity to further their education post high school. Roger and Mary Ballenger, the contributors to the OPBY Scholarship Fund, want to extend the opportunity to students who set high goals for themselves to achieve their goals and to reach their potential.  
Students planning on attending Colorado Trade/Technical Schools, Community Colleges and State schools are encouraged to apply.

Eligibility

1.  Applicant must be a graduating senior from Arvada High School.

2.  Student applicants must have at least a 2.7 grade point average (on a 4-point scale) at the time the applications are submitted.
3.  Students must have been accepted at a Colorado accredited college, university, or technical school.
4.  Financial need.

Two $1000 scholarships will be awarded each spring.  Funds must be used within one year of the award date.  Awards will be paid directly to the educational institution.

Application Process/Deadline 

Application forms will be available in Arvada High School counseling offices.  Applications must be returned to The Jefferson Foundation, 809 Quail St., Bldg. 1, Lakewood, CO, 80215 by 5 p.m. on May 7, 2010.

Recipients will be notified by letter no later than May 14, 2010.  Detailed instructions follow in this packet.

Instructions to the Applicant

In order for your application to be considered, all of the following must be returned to The Jefferson Foundation, 809 Quail St., Bldg. 1, Lakewood, CO 80215  by 5 p.m. on May 7, 2010.
Application Form
Complete the entire application form and attach extra sheets if necessary.
Letters of Recommendation
Please submit two letters of recommendation from teachers or members of the community.  A letter from a teacher at the applicant’s high school should describe the applicant’s personality and specifically address the characteristics of perseverance, dedication, responsibility, integrity, enthusiasm, humor, and inquisitiveness.  A letter from a responsible member of the community should report on the applicant’s personality and participation in the community in terms of work and or service.
Transcript of Grades
Application must include an official high school transcript.  If you have taken college courses, include an official transcript of your work thus far.  Photocopies are not acceptable.

Signed and Dated Essay

In addition to completing this application form, you must write an essay (in typed format) not to exceed 500 words. Be sure to sign and date your essay.   This essay should discuss one of the following and include which statement you are writing about within your document:

*Describe a challenging personal situation in which you were determined to succeed.

*Describe why this scholarship would be important to your life.

*Describe what your goals and dreams are for your future.
Statement of Financial Need

Extra consideration will be given to self-supporting students and candidates of limited financial means, as determined by the selection committee. In this statement, please include an estimated list of expenses (tuition & fees, books, room & board) along with a list of sources to offset these expenses.  Also include information on others in your household who are pursuing post-secondary education.  You may include a copy of your FAFSA form and any additional information regarding the financial reasons you are applying for this scholarship.

Personal Interview

A personal interview with the Selection Committee may be conducted with finalists.
Checklist of Required Materials

· _____Completed Application Form

· _____Two signed and dated Letters of Recommendation

· _____Official transcripts of all completed high school and college coursework

· _____Signed and dated Personal Essay

· _____Statement of Financial Need

· Deadline:  5p.m., May 7, 2010.  Incomplete applications will not be considered.

The OPBY Scholarship Fund

2010 Student Application Form

Please Print

Name:_________________________________________ Phone: (   )_______________________

Address:_______________________________________ E-mail:__________________________

City, State, Zip:__________________________________________________________________

Date of Birth:______________   U.S. Citizen? Y  N       Social Security #____________________

Dates attended Arvada High School:____________ through_______________________________

Elementary School attended (if a Jefferson County School) ________________________________

High School or college grade point average __________________

College, University, or Technical School You Plan To Attend:
_________________________________________________  Have you been accepted?    Y    N

Address:_______________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip:_________________________________________________________________

Expected Date to Begin Classes:__________  Expected major/program focus:________________

Employment History

Beginning with your present or most recent job, please list your employment history (if applicable.)  Attach an additional sheet if necessary.

	     EMPLOYER

	POSITION
	DATES OF EMPLOYMENT
	NO. OF HRS/WK WORKED

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


ACADEMIC, LEADERSHIP AND VOLUNTEER ACHIEVEMENTS

Please list the courses in which you are currently enrolled and indicate which ones are Accelerated, 

Advanced or Honors, if applicable._____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

List any academic awards you have received or special leadership programs in which you have 

participated._______________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

List your volunteer and community service activities.______________________________________

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITES
Please list the principal extracurricular and personal activities in which you have been involved.  Include sports, student government, etc.  Attach an additional sheet if necessary.

	ACTIVITY
	DATES

	TIME SPENT (hrs./week)
	HONORS, OR POSITION

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


APPLICATION SIGNATURES:

All information I have provided in this application is accurate, and may be subject to verification by the OPBY Scholarship committee.

Student:______________________________________  Date:_________________________

Parent or Guardian:_____________________________  Date:_________________________

(If applicant is a minor)

QUESTIONS?  Please contact Mary Ballenger at (303)666-7997 or teach1315@comcast.net 
Mail or deliver to: The Jefferson Foundation, 809 Quail St., Bldg. 1, Lakewood, CO, 80215

Deadline for receipt of the completed application packet is  5 p.m. on May 7, 2010.
